THE FIRST CENTURY OP THE REPUBLIC
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senate decreed that all /olscians should depart from Rome before sun-
set. This decree seemed to the Volscians to be a wanton insult, and they
went home in a rage. Tullius met them on their way home at the fountain
of Ferentina, where the Latins had been wont to hold their councils of old ;
and he spoke to them and increased their anger, and persuaded them to break
off their treaty with the Romans. So Ihe Volscians made war against Rome,
and chose Attius Tullius and Cains Marcius the Roman to be their com-
manders.

The army advanced against Rome, ravaging and laying waste all the
lands of the plebeians, but letting those of the patricians remain untouched.
This increased the jealousy between the orders, and the consuls found it
impossible to raise an army to go out against the enemy. Coriolanus took
one Latin town after another, and even the Volscians deserted their own
general to serve under his banners. He now advanced and encamped at the
Cluilian Fossa, within five miles of the city.

Nothing was now to be seen within the walls but consternation and
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despair. The temples of the gods were filled with suppliants; the plebeians
themselves pressed the senate to make peace with the terrible Coriolanus.
Meantime the enemy advanced to the very gates of the city, and at length
the senate agreed to send five men, chiefs among the patricians, to turn
away the anger of their countryman. He received them with the utmost
sternness ; said that he was now general of the Volscians, and must do what
was best for his new friends ; that if they wished for peace they must restore
all the lands and pkces that had been taken from the Volscians, and must ad-
mit these people to an equal league, and put them on an equal footing with
the Latins. The deputies could not accept these terms, so they returned